
 

 

The Corporation of the District of Saanich | Mayor’s Office 

770 Vernon Avenue Victoria BC V8X 2W7 | T 250-475-5510 | F 250-475-5440 | www.saanich.ca 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Via email: mayor@victoria.ca 
 
June 7, 2021 
 
Mayor and Council 
City of Victoria 
1 Centennial Square 
Victoria, BC  V8W 1P6 
 
Dear Mayor Helps and City of Victoria Council: 
 
Re:  Request to contribute funding for the protection of the Kings Road Community 
Nature Green Space 
 
I hope you are all very well as we head into the summer months.  
 
On April 26, 2021, Saanich Council considered a report from the Mayor’s Standing Committee for 
Fundraising for the Kings Road Community Nature Green Space (KCNGS) that recommended as 
follows:  
 

 To contribute $1.7M from the sale of the Willis Point Property (PID: 009-825-220, Section 
127, Lake District Part E ½ of W ½) towards the protection of KCNGS; 
 

 to request funds from Oak Bay and Victoria given the sub-regional nature and connectivity 
of the space, towards the protecting of KCNGS; and 

 to extend the fundraising period by one year to March 2022.  
 

Council resolved to postpone discussion on the contribution of $1.7M from the sale of the Willis 
Point Property until replies are received from the City of Victoria and the District of Oak Bay, and to 
extend the fundraising period. A copy of the Mayor’s Standing Committee’s report is attached. The 
minutes of the April 26 Council meeting are available on our website.   
 
Saanich acquired the lands from BC Hydro in 2019 for $5.5M. This was enabled through payment 
of $1,475,920 from the Land Sale Reserve Fund and $4,040,400 in temporary borrowing. 
To avoid selling off portions of the 2.2 hectares for development to recover some of the cost, a 
fundraising initiative is underway to seek contributions to recover $2.75M, or 50 per cent. 
 
I write to ask for your kind consideration to assist funding the capital costs to secure protection of 
100 per cent of this neighborhood natural green space. We understand the financial impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic place difficult fiscal impacts on municipalities. We are hopeful of a contribution 
in the range of $250,000 – $400,000 from Victoria and some $60,000 – $90,000 from Oak Bay.  
 
Together with the potential of $1.7M from the sale at Willis Point these sums move us closer to the 
goal of $2.75M. Community fundraising reached $36,000 before being completely stalled by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

https://saanich.ca.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=534&meta_id=35490
https://saanich.ca.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=534&meta_id=35490
https://saanich.ca.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=saanich_23556dc3c0a03970804bd813a0de2faa.pdf&view=1
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Located close to our shared municipal borders deep in the “panhandle region” of Saanich next to 
the Royal Jubilee Hospital, this green space provides an important sub-regional local park for 
residents in our three municipalities (Map 1). When its future is secured the community is 
committed to restoring KCNGS and the riparian areas along the creek with the planting of additional 
trees and native and climate-resistant species creating a thriving urban natural space forest and 
watercourse.  
 
The recent experience with the COVID-19 pandemic reinforces our conviction that urban green 
spaces provide significant benefits to the mental health and physical wellbeing of our community. 
The close proximity of KCNGS to Royal Jubilee Hospital and the cancer clinic provides patients, 
their families, and hospital staff with opportunities to experience the recuperative and healing 
benefits of this natural green space.  
 
This acquisition aligns with proclamations of the 2021-2030 UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration, 
our need to avoid “paving over nature” in 2021, the utilization of nature-based solutions to climate 
change, and the 2011 Bowker Creek Blueprint endorsed by Victoria, Oak Bay and Saanich. 

 
As envisioned in the Bowker Creek 100 Year Blueprint, the KCNGS is the cornerstone for 
restoration of a half a kilometer of the Reach 7 Bowker Creek greenway from Richmond Road to 
Trent Street. Providing a major step towards restoration of the entire Bowker Creek watercourse it 
will give momentum to Victoria’s greenway corridor for Reaches 8 and 9 and build on the 
restoration undertaken by the Oak Bay. 
 
Reach 7 is the fulcrum for the future greenway connecting Victoria, Oak Bay, and Saanich. 
Achieving the collective vision for the “Bowker Creek Greenway” will bring direct access for the 
residents of Victoria and Oak Bay to the regional trails and greenway systems a significant step 
closer to realization (Map 2).  
 
The multi-generational, youth-led interest in protecting KCNGS was demonstrated over two 
decades ago by the initiative of Oak Bay student Maia Green (Fig. 1). Protecting the full area will 
help Victoria, Oak Bay, and Saanich meet our climate goals. 
 
In summary, this initiative has important regional benefits to the communities in the Bowker Creek 
watershed with regard to climate response, sustaining biodiversity, access to nature, improved 
hydrological function, active transportation, enjoyment, health, and wellbeing.  
 
We would appreciate an opportunity to present at a Committee of the Whole or Council meeting to 
share more information with you and to obtain an understanding of the next steps in fundraising to 
secure in perpetuity this natural green space for our three municipalities.  
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
Fred Haynes 
Mayor 
Attachment 
  cc:     Saanich Council 
                District of Oak Bay Mayor and Council 
 Mayor’s Standing Committee on Fundraising for KCNGS 
 Friends of Bowker Creek 
 

https://www.crd.bc.ca/bowker-creek-initiative/about-bci/plans-and-strategies/bowker-creek-blueprint-a-100-year-plan
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Map 1. Proximity of the KCNGS to Victoria and Oak Bay and Jubilee Hospital 
 

 

Map 2. Connection through the Bowker Creek Greenway to access Regional Trails 
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Figure 1. Maia Green, Oak Bay student, campaigns to preserve the Kings Road Green Space 


