
* * Next Meeting: June 15, 2023 
 

To ensure quorum, please email megan.macdonald@saanich.ca if you are not able to 
attend. 

 

AGENDA 
RESILIENT SAANICH TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

May 18, 2023, 6:30– 8:30 PM 
Held virtually via MS Teams 

 

 

 
In light of the Saanich Communicable Disease Plan related safety measures, this meeting will be 

held virtually via MS Teams. Details on how to join the meeting can be found on the committee 

webpage – Resilient Saanich Schedule, Minutes & Agendas. Please note that individuals 

participating by phone are identified by their phone number, which can be viewed on screen by all 

attendees of the meeting. 

 

 

1. Territorial Acknowledgement       

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

3. Adoption of Minutes 

▪ April 20, 2023 meeting 

 

4. Receipt of Correspondence 

 

5. Presentation of 2nd Draft Connectivity Mapping – BCS (60 min.)  

• Lead: Cassandra Cummings 

 

6. Review of Stewardship Working Group Draft (40 min.) 

• Lead: Chris Lowe 

 

7. Review of Environmental Policy Framework Draft (20 min.) 

• Lead: Tory Stevens 

 

8. Debrief of W’SANEC community meeting (10 min.) 

• Lead: Eva Riccius, Thomas Munson 

 

 

mailto:megan.macdonald@saanich.ca
https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/local-government/committees-boards/resilient-saanich-technical-committee.html
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This email sent from outside the District of Saanich. Use caution if message is unexpected or sender is not
known to you.

BTW, many Garry Oak 'meadows’ were created by humans. Tribal people felled trees
with fire to make more space for food plants like Camas lily, and maintained the open
space with fire every few years to suppress competing species – proven by
archaeologists. So eco-activists are pushing to preserve a configuration that is not
'natural’ by their definition, as they treat humans as if we are not part of 'nature’.
(Those tribal people were farming – improving the land to increase food production.)

Garry Oaks are not rare in Saanich, nor throughout the southern end of Vancouver
Island. I see many moving around on errands.

Garry Oaks on southern VI are at the northern limit of their viable range, which may
slowly move north as climate continues to warm slowly from the cold era that motivated
Viking farmers to leave southwest Greenland. If climate cools again their range may
move southward, but the species will continue as it lives south into northern California
(colloquially called Oregon White Oak in the US, abundant in Oregon from where its
wood is exported to this region). (Beware of the scam of slicing and dicing until a
population is claimed to be in danger of extinction – thus claims that Garry Oaks are
endangered in Canada – never mind that the species only grows in temperate climates
on the west coast, thus by definition is absent from most of Canada.

Remember that Garry Oaks are not a permanent species, they are replaced by
Douglas Fir as happened in Metchosin. That’s nature. (Typically Garry Oaks replace
alder, which is an early in-early out species, as aspen ('poplar’) is inland. I doubt
anyone is trying to preserve those populations here, but of course Druids tend to
worship oak trees. )

And beware the 'biodiversity’ push, founded on illogical assumptions. Nature does not
maintain biodiversity, it often wipes species out with weather variation and climate
(such as the last ice age eliminating Sequoias in most of North America). Population
counts are notoriously inaccurate, for example reported sightings of sharp-tailed
snakes spike every time they are publicized – reclusive creatures, they ignore memos
to report for census, and people may mistake them for earthworm'
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look closely. Human activities increase diversity, for example cultivation helps tiny
creatures by creating better soil and cover.

Eco-activists tend to avoid looking for populations. One supposed tree expert claimed
that Arbutus Menzies only grow on rocky outcrops on southern Vancouver Island. In
reality they grow in forest in the Cowichan Valley, on bluffs in the lower mainland, and
all the way south to southern California. (in the US they are colloquially called Madrone
or Madrona, hence the name of a neighbourhood in Seattle.)

As for biased consultants, I note that government-funded Habitat Acquisition Trust –
which exists to prevent human use of land, is now focusing on Garry Oak meadows.
Recall its representation of 'canopy coverage’, unscientifically based on 2.5 sets of
data despite the obvious variation in trees and imprecision of measuring foliage from
above. (I say a half set of data because HAT used a ropey procedure of artificially
enhancing a low resolution data set, a method challenged in other fields.

Humans are inherently good, but to thrive
need protection against coercion by those who err.
http://www. moralindividualism . com

Keith Sketchley
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This email sent from outside the District of Saanich. Use caution if message is unexpected or sender is not
known to you.

With concerns raised about possible resurgence of the infamous Environmental
Development Protection Agency it is appropriate to review history.

The Saanich law was criticized as overlapping other laws thus not necessary.

Analysis was so incompetent that buildings and pavement were classified as
ecologically sensitive. Saanich staff were very slow to correct those errors.

The law and Saanich administration of it forced cost of consultants on some property
owners.

A review of the law was ordered, but:
- Criteria for the review was written by Saanich staff administering the

controversial law, that was clearly unethical.
- Criteria had a huge omission.
- Saanich staff administering the law chose the consultant for the review, that was

clearly unethical.
- The consultant’s web site indicates it was biased toward 'protecting’.
- Saanich staff administering the law dictated which questions the consultant could

ask, that was clearly unethical.
- The consultant did not spend much time with boots on the ground in Saanich,

claiming they knew all about Garry Oak meadows because they had visited the
small grove in the Fraser Valley (whose description is different than much of the
Garry Oak environment in Saanich). That was incompetent.

A previous council that some of you were on rescinded the EDPA law.

Now the incompetent consultant is employed again!

LETTER: Saanich appears poised for return of EDPA - Saanich News
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People are hungry and homeless and assaulted right here in Saanich - what are you
up to now? Answer is paying a whole eco-industry of studies, reports, and consultants
acting against honest humans. Why?

(I will address oaks, diversity, and bias in a separate communication.)

Humans are inherently good, but to thrive
need protection against coercion by those who err.
http://www. moralindividualism .com

Keith Sketchley




